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The term ‘international’ houses within it a diversity of challenges and opportunities that ex-
tend and address the boundaries between possibilities and nearly all other creative forms of
international dialogue. Even more, the term ‘international’ within the sporting world has a very
special place - it connects and enables, manifests and explores the complexity between sports
performance, space and all of its forms of participation/manifestation within the international
sports context.

By putting international at the heart of dialogue, the Faculty of Kinesiology, University of Split
had the pleasure of inviting colleagues to participate in the 1st International Staff Week ‘Chal-
lenges and Opportunities: International Sports Context’. The three-day event took place at the
Faculty of Kinesiology where it welcomed, together with the academic staff from the Faculty
of Kinesiology and the Faculty of Sport and Physical Education, University of Novi Sad, Serbia,
representatives from all nine SEA-EU Alliance partners: the University of Cadiz (Spain), the Uni-
versity of Brest (France), the University of Kiel (Germany), the University of Gdansk (Poland),
the University of Malta (Malta), the University of Naples Parthenope (Italy), the University of
Algarve (Portugal), and the NORD University (Norway).

Following the general aim of the SEA-EU Alliance, the event aimed to gather people from ac-
ademic and non-academic fields and backgrounds to explore and share examples of good
practices within different sports topics, as well as to expand and strengthen the international
present and future collaboration across the SEA-EU Alliance.

Since the activities of the Alliance are not limited to research and teaching, this Staff Week
provided the opportunity for participants to address and discuss challenges and opportunities
related to innovative and flexible approaches in the development of sports and healthy actions
such as how to meet a European standard for a ‘healthy campus’ or how the universities facili-
tated health-promoting measures in physical activity in the COVD-19 pandemic times.
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The event was opened by prof. Frane Zuvela, PhD, Dean of the Faculty of Kinesiology in Split,
who also expressed his warm welcome to its European partners, while the role and importance
of the University of Split in the SEA-EU Alliance was stressed by a warm welcome by Vice-Rec-
tor for International Relation of the University of Split, prof. Zoran Dogas, PhD (SEA-EU project
manager) and prof. Igor Jerkovi¢, PhD, Vice-Rector for Science and Quality both from the Uni-
versity of Split. The program continued with short presentations of all SEA-EU Alliance partner
universities together with the sports opportunities and engagements each of the universities
have to offer.

During the next few days, the participants learnt about the different initiatives through planned
activities and were able to join in and get hands on various experiences.
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Apart from learning on the opportunities and possibilities offered by each partner university,
the participants took part in the sessions addressing issues related to Healthy Campus certi-
fication, implementation of the Healthy Campus certification at the University of Algarve, ex-
amples of good practices in sports management, Erasmus+ sports project - SAVE, and how to
raise the awareness of the importance of physical activity among the elderly population.
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